
SAINTS  SIMON  & J UDE ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  
Established 1897  

185 Van Sicklen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11223  

Telephone: (718) 375-9600     Fax: (718) 375-6642  

E-mail: rectoryssj@gmail.com / www.stssimonjude-brooklyn.org 

Rev. John Maduri, Administrator    
Rev. Sijo George, CMI-Parochial Vicar  &  Rev. Gesson Agenis 

Deacon Andrew Mastrangelo, Pastoral Minister/Business Manager  

Ms. Sara Nespoli, Director of Faith Formation   

SUNDAY MASSES :  
Saturday evening at 5:00pm  

Sunday morning at 8:30am(Italian/English), 10:15am & 12:00pm  

Misa en Espanol-1:30pm 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES:  
Monday ï Saturday at 9:00am  
 

HOLYDAY MASSES: 7:30am, 9:00am, 7:30pm  
 (Except Christmas and New Yearôs Day) 
 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE/ PARKING LOT 

DEVOTIONS:  

Chaplet of The Divine Mercy: Monday after the 9 am Mass 

Circulo de Oracion Carismatico en Espanol- Todos los Lunes de las 

7pm a  las 9pm en la parte baja de la iglesia. Para mas informacion, 

favor de llamar a la Sra. Teodora Aquino 347-355-5715.   
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday after the 9 am Mass  

Rosario in Italiano ogni Mercoledi alle 7:30pm (Settembreï Giugno).   

St. Jude Novena: Friday after the 9 am Mass  

Holy Hour / Benediction: 8:00am-9:00am every Saturday  

RECONCILIATION (Confession): Saturday: 4:00pm-4:30pm 

Other times by appointment.  

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday to Friday: 9:30 am -4:30 pm (CLOSED for lunch from 12pm-1pm)                 
Sunday: 9:30am to 1:30 pm 
RECTORY/CHURCH  STAFF:   
Bookkeeper / Bulletin Coordinator: Nicole Compagnone 
Parish Secretary: Antoinette Capobianco 
Maintenance and Custodians: Nelson Bobe and Eraldi Leka 
Cook and Housekeeper: Angelica Compagnone 
Sacristan: Lilian Acevedo  
Sunday Receptionist: Marie Gatto  
Youth Minister: Diego Araujo   

PARISH REGISTRATION:  
We are happy to welcome all newcomers to our parish! Join our parish  
family by registering at the rectory during office hours.   
Current parishioners who change address, phone number or are moving 
away are asked to contact the rectory, so we can keep our files up to date.   

BAPTISM:  
Congratulations on the birth of your child! Parish Baptisms are on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month at 12:00pm. Please call for an appointment to regis-
ter and make arrangements for your childôs Baptism.  
 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION:  
To register for religion classes grades K through 8, childrenôs First Communion, or 
Confirmation, call 718-372-0733 in the rectory lower level.  

Secretaries: Nina Varone and Nelly Yepez (para hablar en Espanol). 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  

Teens over 14 and Adults who are  interested  in becoming a Catholic or who have 
been baptized Catholic but never received Holy Communion or Confirmation  
should be part of our RCIA program. Leave your name and phone number at the 
Office of Faith Formation for Sara Nespoli. Catholic Adults who have received 
Holy Communion and desire to receive Confirmation should also leave their name 
and phone number at the Office of Faith Formation for Sara Nespoli. 

MARRIAGE:  
Plan  to make your wedding both a JOYFUL and a HOLY event! Couples must call 
for an appointment at least 6 months prior to the planned wedding date and partici-
pate in the parish and diocesan marriage preparation program.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  
We  celebrate  this  sacrament of healing grace at the  9:00am Mass on the first 
Saturday of each month. Please  join us at that Mass if you are ill. You may also 
call and arrange with a priest to receive  this sacrament at other times. 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:  Please contact the rectory if you are home-
bound, and would like to receive the Holy Eucharist on a regular basis. 



 MASS INTENTIONS  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 -HOLY SATURDAY  

7:30pm EASTER VIGIL MASS -PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 21ï EASTER SUNDAY  

  8:30   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

10:15   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH  

12:00 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

 1:30 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH & WEDDING  

 ANNIVERSARY BLESSING FOR  

 MARGARITO & LAURA TELLEZ &  

 BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR TAMMY TELLEZ  
 

MONDAY, APRIL 22  

9:00       MARGHERITA & NICOLA BONOMO  

  

TUESDAY, APRIL 23 

9:00 ANTONIO CIRINO, STELLA, CARMEN &  

 FILOMENA  
  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 

9:00  ELIZABETH & ANTHONY MENNELLA &  

 SALVATORE GALLARO  

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25  

9:00 FANNIE & PAUL LEPORE  
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26  

9:00 FRANCESCO & GIUSEPPA SINAGRA 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27  

9:00 AGNES & FRANK PACIELLO  

5:00 GIUSEPPINA PANARIELLO &  

 PETER RAIMONDI  
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28ï DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  

  8:30   CATERINA & SALVATORE PAGANO &  

 ROSARIO ANZALONE  

10:15   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH, FLORENCE & 

 SAVERIO MAURO, MARIA DE LOS ANGELES 

 CERVANTES SANCHEZ, SARAFINA MAURO,  

 ANTONINA NICOTRA & CAMILLE TOTO  

12:00 ALBERTO & MARIA GRAZIA PARISI  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
May the Holy Spirit bring healing comfort to all of our sick, especially: 

Jeanine Ardizzone, Camille & Anthony Chiusano, Annette Puglisi, William 

Tirelli, John Belezio, Denise Pizzullo, John Geraci, Antoinette Marino, Jean-

ina Caceres, Millie Piccarelli, John DzHon Vong, Gina Morselli, Mary Ann 

Barry, Susan Fischetti, Dominic Nunziato, Linda Viscardi, Maria Sciarrino, 

Mary Antico, Maria Selca Maher, Angelo DôAttoma, Joseph DiBella, Ella 

Spina, Carmela Maccia, Rose Colombo, Theresa Pagani, Roza Camaj-Ivezaj, 

Richard Bubello, Joseph Nucifora, Grayce Prestipino, Howard Passman, 

Frank Apsel, Isabella DiNiso, Jeanne Turzilli, Larry Lembo, Gesterkent 

Jaro, Antonino Curatolo, Robert Cusimano, Michael Fiore, Karen Giachetta, 

Mary Jencsik, T. Guida, Richard & Gary Prestipino, Carol Marcinsky, 

Pietro Grippo, John Paul Harris, Reid Moritz, Julia Bruzzese, Stephen 

DiBella, Maria Piccarelli,  Russ Pennington, Dorothy Vallone Iaconis, Jacinta 

Duenas-Ladd, Sal DôAquino, Josephine Gioia, Giada Cravelli, Frances Bo-

wen, Evan Zitchic, Rose Galia, Isabella Grace Colucci, Diane DiMonda, 

Sabrina Giangrande, Leonard Currea, Eddie Stack, Mandy Crupi, Marie 

Filosa, Tara Horowitz, Steven Markoulis, Rosalie OôHara, Monica Morales, 

Frank Gramegna, Joe Mastrianni, Frances Mancuso,  Marie Gatto,  

Sal Lombardo, Maria Marucci, Joe Kammer & Jeanette Gemma 
 

May God bring safely home all of our deceased family and friends: 

Barbara Tirngali  

 

MEMORIALS FOR THE WEEK OF  
APRIL 21 - APRIL 27, 2019 

 

THE GIFTS OF THE BREAD AND WINE  
ARE DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY  

RITA FODERA  

REQUESTED BY: THE COMPAGNONE FAMILY  
 

THE TABERNACLE CANDLE  
IS DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

GRACE MARIGLIANO  

REQUESTED BY:  LOVING MOTHER  
 

THE ALTAR CANDLES  

ARE DONATED  IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ROSE & DONATO TOMASULO  

REQUESTED BY: MARIE TOMASULO  
  

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS CANDLE 
IS DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY 

ROSE ZEMBOVICTZ  

REQUESTED BY: REGISTRA OFFICE OF  

KINGSBOROUGH COLLEGE  
 

  

STS. SIMON & JUDE PURGATORIAL SOCIETY  
The Purgatorial Society of Sts. Simon & Jude parish for the month of  

April includes the following members who were enrolled last month:   

Marie Rose Zembovictz, Florence Garibaldi, Gene Tasso,  

Manuel Arias-Pena, Anthony Vitale, Gerard Laurino,  

Frank Setticase, Peter Reyes, Salvatore Moscola & Bill Kehley 
 

 

MISA EN ESPAÑOL 

Hermanos y Hermanas les hacemos la cordial  

invitaciõn, a la Misa en Español que se celebrará cada  

 Domingo a la 1:30pm.  Todos son bienvenidos!  
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

HAPPY EASTER 
On behalf of Fr. Sijo and Fr. Gesson I extend our 

prayerful best wishes to you and your loved ones for 

a blessed and happy Easter.  

During this time of celebration of new life founded in 

the resurrection of our Lord we are reminded that 

with every struggle and hardship we may experience 

in this lifeôs journey the Risen Lord is always with us 

holding out the promise of new life in Himself and 

eternal life to the faithful. May that new life in Christ 

be with you and your loved ones now and always..  

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Jonh Maduri  
 

  



JESUS IS RISEN LET US SING!  
Easter symbols are all about life. The lilies that bloom radiate 

living beauty. Easter eggs symbolize the life the breaks out of the 

tomb. The Easter candle burns brightly as a sign that light con-

quers darkness, a light that brings life to all.  

The cross that graces so many Easter cards as well as the Easter 

candle itself, also reminds us that Easter is about death-and trans-

formation. The symbols of life have within themselves the power 

of death. The lily gives up its bloom and the plant dies back re-

treating into the bulb that nourished it. The egg pours out its life 

and the shell is left behind. The fire that is contained in the Easter 

candle can just as easily roar into a refining conflagration. Water, 

which all life needs, can also destroy. And the cross at its incep-

tion was an instrument of death and hardly a symbol of life. 

This is the hard truth of the Easter message. Life comes at a price, 

and eternal life at the costliest price of all: the death of the only-

begotten Son. Christ's death brings life, and is so radically trans-

formative that even the very instrument of his death is seen today 

as a sign of life for all. The newly baptized are sealed with a cross 

of chrism on their forehead, a fragrant transformation of the ashes 

that graced us all at the beginning of Lent. The newly baptized 

died to sin in the bath of water and rose to life in Christ, and the 

rest of us renewed our baptismal commitment to follow Christ 

faithfully through life. This Easter day is a celebration and a com-

mitment, a promise to leave the past behind and to walk in the 

newness of life. 

As we sing in the Easter psalm, ñThis is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be gladò, on this most holiest of days, let 

us gather to feast with family and friends , let us be sure to recall 

the reason for our celebration: Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  

The Rectory Office is CLOSED  

Holy Saturday, 

Easter Sunday & Easter Monday  
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DIVINE MERCY WEEKEND  
The Diocesan Apostolate of Divine Mercy which is directed by 

Fr. Maduri will host a special Divine Mercy Conference at Sts. 

Simon and Jude on the weekend of April 27th and April 28th. 

Join us on Saturday, April 27th from 9:30am-4:30pm and Sunday, 

April 28th from 2:00pm-4:00pm. There will be a $25 registration 

fee at the door. Please brown bag your own lunch or you can buy 

lunch at the nearby restaurants up the block. Join us for a week-

end of powerful conference, Eucharistic Adoration, and more! 

Speakers such as Sr. Ave Clark, Sr. Catherine Rose, Alanna 

Boudreau, Mark Nehrbas and Michael Cosby will present various 

topics related to divine mercy as it applies to our times. There will 

also be time for praise and worship, personal prayer and the op-

portunity to purchase quality books and dvds. All are invited to 

celebrate the gift of Divine Mercy.  
 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER SCHEDULES  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are asked to please 

contact Antoinette at the rectory with your availability to serve for 

the months of May & June. Please include if you are available on 

Ascension Thursday, May 30th and St. Anthony on June 13th. 

Please call her by the deadline of April 24th for the new schedules 

can be prepared and distributed.  

 

HEALING MASS AT STS. SIMON & JUDE  
All are invited to join this special Healing Mass and experience 

Jesusô healing touch for the body, mind and soul on Wednesday, 

May 1st from 7:30pm-9:30pm at SSJ. Let us welcome Rev. Dr. 

Roy Palatty, CMI, Spiritual Director, Shalom Media. Join us for a 

Healing Mass, Preaching and Healing Adoration. Please see the 

flyers in the back of the Church.   

 

CALENDAR REQUESTS  
Dear Parishioners and Ministry Leaders, in preparation of the 

merger between Sts. Simon & Jude and Most Precious Blood Par-

ishes, we in the office, are trying to prepare in advance our parish 

calendar. For those of you who would like to sponsor an event or 

meeting and would like to use our lower Church or meeting room 

from September 2019-August 2020 are asked to please drop off 

your calendar requests to the rectory office as soon as you can so 

we can get started on our calendar planning. Thank you.  

 

MASS OF HOPE & HEALING AT ST. Aôs 
All are invited to a special Mass of Hope & Healing planned by 

Survivors for Survivors, those who love a victim-survivor, and all 

those impacted by the sexual abuse crisis affecting our church. 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at 7:00pm at St. Athanasius Church. All 

are invited to come together on this day to pray for healing for all 

those impacted by sexual abuse. Confidentiality of all in atten-

dance will be strictly respected.  

 



APRIL 21, 2019 

The Mustard Seed 
Contact us @ 718-372-0733 

Or email us at faithformssj@gmail.com 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 
Today we celebrate the Good News ï Jesus conquered death and sin. In the Resurrection, Christ 

gives us everlasting life and the ability to be in communion with God again. In the first reading we 

hear Peter recount the story of Jesus. Everybody in the region heard the story; some of them were 

even witnesses. Nothing Peter was saying was new to them, but he was speaking with a new con-

viction because the prophecy had been fulfilled. In this fulfillment everyone has received forgive-

ness. 

 

DO YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE RIGHT?  
Let us rejoice; those are the words we sing in the responsorial psalm today. Today is a day of joy. We have been given the gift of mercy; 

Jesus has brought us salvation. How often do we really think about that fact? Do we sometimes take for granted the fact that Jesus died 

for us? Do we view the Passion through eyes of love?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME  
Welcome into our community Paul Bianco, Alberto Delgado-Ramos and Jorge Luis Vazquez-Diaz. They received the Sacraments of 

Communion and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil. We pray that their faith continues to grow. 

 

THE LONGEST DAY  
On the liturgical calendar we celebrate the octave of Easter. That means that for 8 days we are celebrating the day of the Resurrection. 

You wouldnôt notice it unless you heard the Gospel at the daily Mass. Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene, and to the Apostles as they are 

fishing. He also appears to disciples as they are walking along the road on the way o Emmaus. The beauty of all these appearances is that 

more people can testify to the Resurrection, no one would believe on the testimony of only one person.      
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL   

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle;  

be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;  

and do you, O prince of the heavenly host,  

by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan and the other evil spirits 

who prowl about the world for the ruin of souls. 

Amen 



THE FULFILLMENT OF OUR HOPE  

Many of us are aware that large percentages of millennials, 

those between the ages of 18 and 30, describe themselves as 

ñnonesò or ñseekersò when it comes to religious faith.  It has 

been observed, or at least suggested, that being a ñnoneò or a 

ñseekerò is an easy way out of commitment.  As long as we 

stand apart from a faith community, or keep endlessly seek-

ing, we need not make a commitment to anything, let alone 

live by that commitment.  To a great extent being a ñnoneò or 

a ñseekerò fits well into the narcissism of much of our con-

temporary culture.  We find much the same in those who call 

themselves ñspiritualò but not ñreligiousò.  It follows the same 

principal of not having to commit oneself to anything or any 

God.  While many have criticized this movement as another 

example of self absorption,, there is another side to this equa-

tion that is oftentimes missed. 

The first thing we need to note is that vast numbers of millen-

nials are seeking. At the very least they recognize that there is 

something missing in life, theirs and in general, that material 

success and pleasure cannot satisfy.  Those who call them-

selves spiritual are seeking the transcendent.  The unfortunate 

part of all this is that no idea, or ideology, or self-made  spiri-

tuality, will ever satisfy the deepest longings of the human 

heart, nor fulfill our deepest longing for the fullness of life 

and the joy of love.  What every millennial who is thinking 

this through comes to recognize sooner or later is that life and 

love have no meaning if it all ends in death, the final termina-

tion of the human person.  Why keep on living?  Why bother 

to love? if in the end it all just ends.  Now the seeking begins. 

What is said oftentimes of the millennial can also apply to a 

great many people across the generational lines.  For some it 

is finding solace in oneôs possessions, for others it is the size 

of their bank account or home or the car they drive, for still 

others it is an inordinate seeking for sensual pleasures, and for 

others still it is an equally inordinate obsession with entertain-

ment and the escape from reality that it provides.  Anyone 

who is honest with himself or herself and slows down, takes a 

breath, and really looks at themselves, would have to admit 

that this is not a life but an existence.  Ideas, ideologies, self 

serving spiritualities, may help us exist but then do not help us 

live.  What helps us live fully and free, what thrusts us for-

ward into the great and exciting mystery of life itself, with its 

joys and sorrows and the rich and rewarding journey that it is, 

is the Other. 

We who are graced with the gift of Christian faith, have been 

given access to the God in the Person of Jesus Christ.  

ñWhoever has seen Me has seen the Father, whoever has 

heard Me has heard the Father, for the Father and I are Oneò.   

If we have not yet grasped this great  truth perhaps we need to 

hear the words of the Lord just prior to the above statement as 

He addressed St. Thomas, ñI have been with you all this time 

 and still you do not know Me?ò Can He ask us the same 

question?  The Risen Jesus truly is with us all this time, in the 

Eucharist (His Body and Blood as Food for the journey), in 

the Word (He is life and peace), in the Church (ñwhoever 

hears you - the Church ï hears Me, ñThe Spirit will guide you 

ï the Church - into the fullness of truthò), in the Command-

ments (the truth will set you free) in one another (ñwhatsoever 

you do to the least of My brothers and sisters you do to Meò), 

in reconciliation given through the Church (ñwhose sins you 

forgive are forgivenò ñforgive not seven times but seventy 

times seven times)ò), in Jesusô act of perfect mercy at Calvary 

(ñFather forgive them for they do not know what they are do-

ingò).  

If we meditated on all of this seriously we can see how thor-

oughly lifeless being a ñnoneò or a perpetual ñseekerò or a 

ñspiritualò person is.  Only the man or woman of committed 

Faith who acknowledges the Creedal statement, ñon the third 

day He rose from the deadò, can truly enter into the beauty of 

life with all its ups and downs.  It is only a Person who can 

call us to our noble goal of moving as St. Paul writes, ñfrom 

glory to gloryò.  It is only a Person who can lead us to true 

love as we remember the words of St. John, ñGod is loveò.  It 

is only one Person who can lead us to God, ñI am the Way, 

the Truth and the Lifeò.  It is only a Person who can fulfill the 

deepest longing for eternal life, ñI AM the resurrection and the 

lifeò. 

That Person is Jesus Christ: not a figure out of history, not a 

good-doer, much less a revolutionary, not a Messiah who only 

reigns in a distant heaven far beyond our reach.  This Christ is 

alive and in our midst.  He is as close as we allow Him to en-

ter into our lives.  In the  book of revelation Jesus tells us, 

ñHere I stand knocking at the door. If anyone opens the door  

and let me in, I will dine with them and they with Me, and 

give the victor the right to sit at my right handò.  The Lord has 

left the tomb.  He is victorious.  He knocks once again at the 

door of our hearts.  Are we ready to let Him in and share with 

Him His victory over sin and death? 

Fr. John Maduri, 

Pastor/Administrator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


