
SAINTS SIMON & JUDE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Established 1897  

185 Van Sicklen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11223  

Telephone: (718) 375-9600     Fax: (718) 375-6642  

E-mail: rectoryssj@optonline.net /www.stssimonjude-brooklyn.org 

Rev. John Maduri, Administrator    
Rev. Sijo George, CMI-Associate 

Deacon Andrew Mastrangelo, Pastoral Minister/Business Manager  

Ms. Sara Nespoli, Director of Faith Formation   

SUNDAY MASSES:  
Saturday evening at 5:00pm ,  

Sunday morning at 8:30am(Bilingual Italian/English)10:15am, 12:00pm  

Misa en Espanol-Cada tercer Domingo del mes a las 5:00pm 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES:  
Monday – Saturday at 9:00am  

 
 

HOLYDAY MASSES: 7:30am, 9:00am, 7:30pm  
 (Except Christmas and New Year’s Day) 

DEVOTIONS:  
Chaplet of The Divine Mercy: Monday after the 9 am Mass 

Circulo de Oracion Carismatico en Espanol- Todos los Lunes de las 

7pm a  las 9pm en la parte baja de la iglesia. Para mas informacion, 

favor de llamar a la Sra. Teodora Aquino 347-355-5715.   
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday after the 9 am Mass  

Rosario in Italiano ogni Mercoledi alle 7:30pm (Settembre– Giugno).   

St. Jude Novena: Friday after the 9 am Mass  

Holy Hour / Benediction: 8:00am-9:00am every Saturday  

RECONCILIATION (Confession): Saturday: 4:00pm-4:45pm 

Other times by appointment.  

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday to Friday: 9:30 am -4:30 pm (CLOSED for lunch from 12pm-1pm)                 
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm  
Saturday and Sunday: 9:30am to 1:30 pm 
RECTORY/CHURCH BUILDING & GROUNDS STAFF:  
Bookkeeper: Nicole Compagnone 
Secretary: Antoinette Capobianco 
Maintenance and Custodians: Nelson Bobe and Eraldi Leka 
Cook and Housekeeper: Angelica Compagnone 
Sacristans: Sal Gallaro and Michael D’Alessio 
Evening and Weekend Receptionists: Marie Gatto and Vito DiGiovanni 

PARISH REGISTRATION:  
We are happy to welcome all newcomers to our parish! Join our parish  
family by registering at the rectory during office hours.   
Current parishioners who change address, phone number or are moving 
away are asked to contact the rectory, so we can keep our files up to date.   

BAPTISM:  
Congratulations on the birth of your child! Parish Baptisms are on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month at 2:00pm (except during Lent) Please call for an 
appointment to register and make arrangements for your child’s Baptism.  
 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION:  
To register for religion classes grades K through 8, children’s First Communion, or 
Confirmation, call 718-372-0733 in the rectory lower level.  

Secretaries: Nina Varone and Nelly Yepez (para hablar en Espanol). 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  

Teens over 14 and Adults who are  interested  in becoming a Catholic or who have 
been baptized Catholic but never received Holy Communion or Confirmation  
should be part of our RCIA program. Leave your name and phone number at the 
Office of Faith Formation for Sara Nespoli. Catholic Adults who have received 
Holy Communion and desire to receive Confirmation should also leave their name 
and phone number at the Office of Faith Formation for Sara Nespoli. 

MARRIAGE:  
Plan  to make your wedding both a JOYFUL and a HOLY event! Couples must call 
for an appointment at least 6 months prior to the planned wedding date and partici-
pate in the parish and diocesan marriage preparation program.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  
We  celebrate  this  sacrament of healing grace at the  9:00am Mass on the first 
Saturday of each month. Please  join us at that Mass if you are ill. You may also 
call and arrange with a priest to receive  this sacrament at other times. 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the rectory if you are home-
bound, and would like to receive the Holy Eucharist on a regular basis. 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

5:00 GIUSEPPE & SALVATORE PAGANO 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

  8:30 ARMANDO CAFARO 

10:15   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH, JOSEPH MARASCIA 

 & VINCENT BRACE 

12:00 SAVERIO MAURO 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

9:00 STEVE DI SANTO 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21-ST. PETER DAMIAN 

9:00   NICOLETTA RICAPITO 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22-THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE 

9:00   ROSE, VINCENT, GRACE, ONOFRIO & NANCY 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23-ST. POLYCARP 

9:00 CONCETTA ZAPPULA 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

9:00   DANIEL BREEN 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

9:00   MARINA LA RIVIERA 

5:00   MARY & NUNZIO RUSSO 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

  8:30   MARY & JOHN CHICOLI & DECEASED 

 CHICOLI FAMILY MEMBERS 

10:15   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH & GRACE LAGRECA 

12:00 ROSE IUDICI 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
May the Holy Spirit bring healing comfort to all of our sick, especially: 

Jeanine Ardizzone, Stacy Meli, Camille & Anthony Chiusano, Annette Pug-

lisi, William Tirelli, Ann Intoccia, John Belezio, Jean Petrobono, Denise 

Pizzullo, Martha Monti, John Geraci, Antoinette Marino, Anna Iacopelli, 

Jeanina Caceres, Millie Piccarelli , John DzHon Vong, Henry Soto, Gina 

Morselli, Mary Russo, Mary Ann Barry, Susan Fischetti, Dominic Nunziato, 

Thomas McGuiness,  Linda Viscardi, Ludovica Sementa, Maria Sciarrino, 

Mary Antico, Maria Selca Maher, Sadie Favara, Grace Landricina, Angelo 

DôAttoma, Joseph DiBella, Fran Mattera, Ella Spina, Carmela Maccia, Rose 

Colombo, Theresa Pagani, Roza Camaj-Ivezaj, Gina Poggi, Richard Bubello, 

Joseph Nucifora, Grayce Prestipino, Howard Passman, Frank Apsel, Gen-

naro & Marie Filosa, Isabella DiNiso, Jeanne Turzilli, Larry Lembo, Nicola 

Lupo, Anthony Scialabba, Carmela Acquaviva, Gesterkent Jaro, Antonino 

Curatolo, Thomas David DeAngelo, Robert Cusimano,  

Michael Fiore, Florence Mauro, Karen Giachetta, Sherry Ann Mari,  

 Mary Jencsik, T. Guida, Richard & Gary Prestipino, Maria Andronico, 

Carol Marcinsky, Pietro Grippo, John Paul Harris, Mary Troise,  

Reid Moritz, Julia Bruzzese, Angela Nucifora, Stephen DiBella, Marie Filosa, 

& Linda Grimaldi 

 

May God bring safely home all of our deceased family and friends 

 especially:  Anthony Mastellone & Susan Piscopo 
 

MEMORIALS FOR THE WEEK OF 

FEBRUARY 19 - FEBRUARY 25, 2017 
 

THE GIFTS OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
ARE DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

DEWEY GALLESE 

REQUESTED BY: LOVING COUSINS 
 

THE TABERNACLE CANDLE 
IS DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

NICOLETTA RICAPITO 

REQUESTED BY:  MR. & MRS. BENNY DAGOSTINO & 

MR. & MRS. DOMINICK DENINNO 
 

THE ALTAR CANDLES 
ARE DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

AURORA V. COLON 

REQUESTED BY:  PAT MARTUCCI 
 

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS CANDLE 
IS DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

A SPECIAL INTENTION 
 

 

STS. SIMON & JUDE PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
The Purgatorial Society of Sts. Simon & Jude parish for the month of 

February includes the following members who were enrolled last 

month: Lorraine Tringali, Marie Lawson, Aida Fernandez,  

Concetta Tramontano,  Louis Pecora, Aurora V. Colon,  

Joseph Marascia, Maryann Fritz & Angelo Namio 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED  
The Rectory Office will be CLOSED this Monday, February 

20th for the President’s Day Holiday. Office hours will resume 

on Tuesday, February 21st.   

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER SCHEDULES 
Ministers of Holy Communion are asked to please contact Mrs. 

Antoinette D’Alessio with your availability for the months of 

March and April, including the Easter Season. Please let her 

know what days you can and can not serve by the deadline of 

February 21st so the new schedules can be prepared and distrib-

uted.  

 
 

CLOTHING DRIVE  AT STS. SIMON & JUDE 
There will be a clothing drive this Sunday, February 19th from 

8am-12pm. The truck will be parked in front of the Church ac-

cepting clothing donations only. Thank you for your continuous 

generosity!  
 

 

ASSOCIAZIONE CULTURALE PUGLIESE 

FIGLI MARIA SS ADDOLORATA 

FESTA DELLA DONNA 2017 
The Associazione Culturale Pugliese Figli Maria SS Addolorata 

of St. Athanasius presents Festa Della Donna 2017 on Sunday, 

March 5th. The celebration will take place at Gargiulo’s Restau-

rant and is honoring the following ladies: 

Nancy Strazzullo, Maria Laterza & Maria Lieggi  
Donations are $100 for adults and $50 for children. For more 

information and for reservations please call Lucrezia at  

917-509-2803. Please RSVP by February 27th.  

 



BEING GOOD IS NOT ENOUGH  
 

Have you ever heard something along the lines of, “I don’t have to go to 

church on Sunday as long as I’m a good person.” Or else in similar fash-

ion, “All God wants us to do is be good?” It is common to hear this 

among those who do not practice their Faith. While it sounds fine on the 

surface (of course God wants us to be a good person), it is just not 

enough. In fact, nowhere in Sacred Scripture do we read anything even 

remotely similar that says all God wants of us is to be good. If anything, 

being good for a Christian is simply not enough. In fact it is nowhere 

near enough.  

Today’s first reading from Leviticus finds the Lord God saying some-

thing very different from calling us to mere goodness. An atheist can be 

a very good person. A terrible person can be good at times and to certain 

individuals. What God says is, “Be Holy, for I, the Lord, Your God, am 

holy. To be Christian then is to act and live as God Himself. Would any-

one really want to say about God, “He is good”, and leave it at that? It is 

a most shallow understanding of God. God is Wisdom, God is truth, God 

is Life, God is love, God is holy. Which means that we are called to be 

wise in the things of God, to live the truth that emanates from God, to 

celebrate life as God’s greatest gift at every stage, to love with God’s 

self sacrificial love, to be holiness itself. That sounds like a lot more than 

just being good. Perhaps a simpler way to put it is to say that God is not 

calling us to be good, He is calling us to be saints, one who strives at 

every moment to be another Christ in the world.  

Perhaps the reason why many Christians like to believe or try to con-

vince themselves that being good is all it takes, is because we find living 

that self deception easier than facing some of the truths laid forth in to-

day’s Scriptures. Both the second reading and the Gospel reading lay out 

for us the Church’s moral doctrine in its full scope: sexuality (sometimes 

referred to as personal morality) and charity (sometimes referred to as 

social morality). It is not either/or, but both. The Church herself has of-

tentimes had to find the balance so that one area of the moral life does 

not eclipse the other. In our own times, Pope Francis is seeking that bal-

ance so that we as Catholic Christians can live the entire moral doctrine 

of the faith and not just parts of it, or the parts of it that we like. Too 

oftentimes there are those Catholic Christians who do well with sexual 

morality but fail miserably when it comes to justice and charity. Like-

wise there are those who do fine with charity and justice but are ambiva-

lent and even dismissive of sexual morality. The unmentioned problem 

with this disconnect is that eventually we either are faithful at both or we 

fail at both. All infidelity is ultimately based on selfishness. One does 

not and cannot stand without the other. Infidelity in one will lead to infi-

delity in the other. At best it reduces sexual morality to a bunch of frus-

trating rules, and charity and justice to mere social work.  

In the second reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, Paul tells 

us vividly, that we are “the temple of God”, “for the temple of God, 

which you are, is holy.” Much of the Church’s moral doctrine on the 

dignity of the person comes from this profound teaching of St. Paul. All 

sexual morality and all that is taught about the dignity of the human per-

son from conception to natural death, has its origin in the Catholic Chris-

tian insistence on the fact that each and every one of us is made in the 

image and likeness of God. Flowing from that is the recognition that we 

are to treat each other as we would treat Christ Himself. Part of that is 

honoring each other’s bodies, including those we are in love with, with 

respect and reverence. Even the marriage bed is to be kept holy for God 

created its intimacy and its dignity. Everything we think, say and do is 

meant to be a reflection of the recognition that God’s Spirit dwells in 

every man, woman and child, continually making a new creation of those 

who will allow Him to work His grace in “the temple of God, which 

(we) are.”  

In the Gospel our Lord could not be more clear, “turn the other 

cheek” (humility); “if anyone presses you into service for one mile, go 

for two miles” (charity); “do not turn your back on one who wants to 

borrow” (justice): “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you” (mercy); “be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is per-

fect”(sanctity).  

 

 
 

It should be easy to see by now that one who lives the entire moral doc-

trine of the faith cannot help but see the interconnectedness of all that is 

revealed in Sacred Scripture this weekend. If one, in accordance with 

one’s state in life, is chaste and pure in thought, word and body, humility, 

charity, justice, sanctity, are already at work. For those who seek humil-

ity, charity, justice and sanctity of life, chastity and purity in accordance 

with one’s state of life becomes natural and life giving. To these wise 

men and woman the moral doctrine of the faith is not a burden but a joy 

filled way of becoming holy as God is holy, of being well prepared for 

the eternal banquet feast of the Lord.   
 

Fr. John Maduri, 

Administrator   

 

NO MERE MORTALS 
In the book The Weight of Glory, C.S. Lewis writes, “There are no ordi-

nary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, 

arts, civilizations-these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a 

gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub and 

exploit-immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.” This quote is one 

that, for me, is an absolute bombshell of truth that I think we need to hear 

on a regular basis. As Christians, we believe that God has a desire to 

bring all people to Him; to spend eternity in the communion of the bea-

tific vision. Everyone we meet is an immortal who we are called to love 

and lead to God. One of the strongest arguments I’ve ever heard against 

Christianity came from an agnostic comedian whose name I can’t quite 

remember, but his words are cutting and illustrate a good point. He said 

something along the lines of this: “The strongest reason I have to not 

believe in Christianity is the Christian people.” They claim to believe that 

salvation is only possible through Christ, yet there are so many Christians 

I know who spend no time trying to tell others about him. How much do 

you have to hate someone to believe that something is the key to finding 

peace and joy in this life and eternally in the next, and not go out and tell 

people about it.” Those are some pretty tough words to hear, but , like the 

C.S. Lewis quote they are words that we need to be reminded of. We are 

called to be the salt of the Earth, a lampstand on a hill. If we’re not trying 

to live out that call to holiness, we’re falling short of what our Lord is 

calling us to.  

One of the biggest problems our generation faces is our complacency. 

Too often we settle for mediocrity. We like a comfort Christianity. 

Church and Jesus is great for me, but I don’t want to impose that on oth-

ers. In reality that’s like saying you don’t want to impose water on a 

thirsty man, or medicine on the sick. In truth, there will be times when 

we share our faith, and there is no reciprocation. It happened to Jesus and 

the Apostles all the time, and we can never shove the faith in others faces 

in a standoffish way that puts people off either. But with all that being 

said, still we cannot shy away from sharing the Gospel message with 

those who haven’t received it, especially those we are connected to on a 

daily basis. This is the “weight of glory” that C.S. Lewis talks about. 

Jesus Christ, God, gave us a mission. “To preach the Gospel to the ends 

of the Earth.” There’s no “if you feel like it” attached. Pope Benedict 

XVI once said “The world offers you comfort, but you weren't made for 

comfort. You were made for greatness.” Only by cooperating with God’s 

grace by our free will can we allow him to transform our lives. By allow-

ing ourselves to be transformed and become more Christ-like, our very 

presence will lead others closer to him. This is the mission we have been 

given.  

Now, this can be way out of our comfort zone. Like way, wayyyy out 

there. Evangelization takes many forms. One of the best ways is by sim-

ple invitation. St. Peter wrote that we should always be ready to give an 

account for our joy. We need to ask God for the grace to be transformed 

daily, to be molded into his hands and feet here on Earth. He wants to 

work with us, through us, in us. Every human person is made in the im-

ages and likeness of God, and every single one deserves to know the 

great love He has for them. There are no mere mortals.  
 
 

Jonah Soucy 

 

 



FEBRUARY 19, 2017 

The Mustard Seed 
Contact us @ 718-372-0733 

Or email us at faithformssj@optonline.net 

 

RESISTANCE VS LOVE 
The Gospel today does not fit well in our society.  We generally tend to think of people that turn the 

other cheek as weak or cowardly.  We also harbor malice to those we perceive as our enemy.  Jesus 

today is telling us to change our way of thinking.  He wants us to be perfect like our Father in 

heaven is perfect.  This way of living is very difficult, but it can be done.  Gandhi, Martin Luther 

King Jr. and Mother Teresa are all people who resisted the social norm and focused instead on love.  

We should all try to embody what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. 
 

DO YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE RIGHT? 
In the second reading today we hear that we are the temple of God.  So often we think of the temple as the building, but St Paul tells us 

the Spirit of God dwells in us.  Do you recognize that God dwells in each and every person?  Do you realize that He is in you?  If we 

really believed deep down that God dwells in us and in everyone we meet, our behavior would change.  We would no longer abuse our 

bodies with food, alcohol or drugs.  We would recognize God dwelling in each person we meet and treat them with respect and dignity.  

Those words, if believed, could change the world.  This week try to exercise the belief that God lives in each one of us. 
 

PAINT NITE 
Time is running out, please be sure to register on line and joins us on Friday March 3 at 7 PM in the Gregory Stankus Community Center 

(lower church).   http://paintnite.com/pages/events/view/newyork/1155520  
 

COME BE INSPIRED 
On Saturday March 4 at 7 PM Ss. Simon and Jude will be sponsoring a night with Tony Melendez.  Tony was born without arms, but that 

does not stop him from playing the guitar and signing about God.  His has played around the world and even played for Pope John Paul 

II.  Come listen to his story and be inspired by him and his music.   
 

ST POLYCARP 
Imagine learning about Jesus from the Apostles directly.  That is how St Polycarp learned to be a disciple. He sat at the feet of the Apos-

tle John and learned about Jesus and how he should live out his life.  Polycarp lived his life as a faithful disciple, becoming bishop in 

Smyrna.  At age 86 he was martyred for his belief.  As he was being led away to be burned at the stake, many of his pagan friends asked 

him to deny his faith so he would be able to live.  But Polycarp said since God never abandoned him he would never abandon God. 

 

ST PATRICK/ST JOSEPH CAFÉ NIGHT 
Come celebrate St Patrick and St Joseph with us in the community center on March 17.  Enjoy Irish soda bread, zeppole, sfinge, espresso 

and Irish coffee as we are serenaded.  Tickets are $10 and will be sold after Mass on Sunday March 5 and March 12 or you can call the 

office to reserve your ticket. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
March 3   Paint Nite 

March 4   Tony Melendez 

March 11  Talent Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://paintnite.com/pages/events/view/newyork/1155520


WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

RECTORY CLOSED 

9:30am: Chaplet of the Divine Mercy (CHU) 

7:00pm: Circolo de Oracion (LC) 
 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
9:30am: Miraculous Medal Novena (CHU) 

3:00pm-5:00pm: Youth Ministry (LC) 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

12:00pm-3:00pm: Golden Age Club (LC) 

6:30pm: Al-e-Mo Square Dancing (LC) 

7:00pm: Italian Rosary (CHU)  
 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
9:30am: Legion of Mary (LC) 

7:30pm: AA Meeting (OFF) 

8:00pm: Folk Group Rehearsal (CHU) 
 

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

9:00am: St. Jude Novena (CHU) 

7:00pm: Reunion de Servidores Exposition  (CHA) 

8:00pm: Prayer Group (OFF) 
 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
8:00am: Holy Hour (CHU) 

7:00pm: AA Meeting (OFF) 

7:00pm:Array of Hope Concert (LC) 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

8:00am: Rosario Italiano (CHU) 

10:15am: Faith Formation Classes (LC) 

 
 

 
 
 

Banns of Marriage 
 
 

OUR  SCHOOL 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Academy 

(K-8th grade and Nursery Program) 

385 Ave. W -Brooklyn, NY 11223 

  718-375-2081   or visit   www.olgbk.org 
 

 

 
 

STS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

Sts. Simon & Jude Parish is a Roman Catholic community striving to fulfill the 
mission of Christ in His Church through prayer, sacrament and service.  Obedient to 
the word of God, we aspire to create a spirit filled atmosphere of faith, unity and 
love among our members.  Instructed by the Gospels, and with Christian charity, 
we strive to reach out to and care for those in need.  By fostering the full participa-
tion of our members in the worship and ministries of the church, Sts. Simon & Jude 
Parish seeks to establish a committed center for spiritual growth, social involve-
ment and evangelical outreach to people of all ages in our community. 

 


